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Another year,
but not just another Volvo.
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None of this is to suggest that Volvos
hover near the leading edge of technol-
ogy. The Ford Fairmont, which itself
represents last-generation technology,
matches the Volvo in almost every crit-
ical dimension.

Still, this illustrates just how efficient
the original design was to begin with.
And while the rest of the world’s car-
makers were catching up, Volvos slowly
matured and forged a solid following
among this nation’s professional class.

Back in the antiwar days, Volvos were
embraced as anti-Detroit symbols. Vol-
vos were considered honest, forthright
vehicles, anti style and anti annual model
change. Not that their reputation has
changed much since. Volvos are known
to be rugged. (Remember the ads show-
ing them stacked six high?) Their dura-
bility is legendary. (In Sweden they last
an average of 17.9 years—or is that
27.9?) And of course, they're safe. (Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-
tration chief Joan Claybrook, a known
Naderite, owns one.) Safe and solid—
yep, that’s Volvo.

But more recently, there’s been a
change of heart in the home office. Vol-

comes from an AiResearch TB03 turbo-
charger with an integral waste gate,
which pumps a relatively mild 5 psi into
the intake manifold (see technical high-
lights). Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection,
borrowed from Volvo’s 2.8-liter V-6,
has been recalibrated to supply the
proper amount of fuel under all condi-
tions. And to lower the possibility of
detonation, the compression ratio has
been backed down from 9.3:1 to 7.5:1
with a different set of pistons. The re-
sult is 127 Swedish-registered horses, a
20-hp improvement over the normally
aspirated powerplant.

The power boost is enough to slash
the GLT’s zero-to-sixty time from 12.9
seconds to 9.6, and to push its flat-out
top speed from 97 mph to 106 mph.
And while that brand of performance
won’t exactly strain your neck muscles,
it does put the GLT Turbo on an equal
footing with the likes of the Saab 900



